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are short of stature, the men averaging 58^ inches and the
women 54 inches. Intensely black in colour, they have the
tightly curled hair of the negro but only a slightly prognathous
face. The normal costume of the men is a belt or a belt and
necklace, but on ceremonial occasions a number of ornaments
is worn. The women wear one or more belts of pandanus leaf,
which vary in pattern according to whether the woman is
married or unmarried. Suspended from the front of the belt
is a small apron of leaves. Children are carried in a sling thrown
across the body. The Andamanese are organized into tribes
and have an elaborate social organization. They believe in
* spirits', and when an Andamanese man or woman dies he or
she becomes a spirit.
The Government of India is now encouraging immigration
and settlement of the islands and it is hoped that they will
afford an outlet for some of the over-populated parts of India.
The coconut and rubber tree grow well, and the fibre plants,
Manila hemp and sisal hemp, can also be cultivated. Clearings
in 1933 amounted to about 72,000 acres out of a total area of
1,600,000 acres. In 1933 there were 11,106 head of cattle and
3,845 goats. The bulk of the population is concentrated in and
around Port Blair (14,200 in 1933). Port Blair is in wireless
communication with Burma and a weekly mail steamer con-
nects the port with Rangoon, Calcutta and Madras. Port Blair
lies on the eastern side of South Andaman, the large southern
island of the Great Andaman group. It has a fine natural
harbour, well sheltered from the south-west monsoons. Other
safe anchorages include Port Cornwallis and Stewart Sound, the
latter being conveniently situated for the forest trade.
THE NICOBAR ISLANDS
The Nicobar Islands lie to the south of the Andamans, about
75 miles of sea separating the two groups. They were formally
annexed by Britain in 1869. There are twenty-one islands/
with a total area of 635 square miles. The islands fall into the
three groups of Northern (with Car Nicobar as the largest island),
Central (with Camorta and Nancowry) and Southern (with Great
Nicobar). Geologically the islands form a continuation of the
chain of the Arakan Yoma and the Andaman Islands, and
consist mainly of Tertiary rocks with intrusive masses of gabbro,
serpentine, etc., probably of Cretaceous age.
At the Census of 1931 the Nicobarese inhabitants numbered
9,481 (4,889 males and 4,592 females): in 1921 the number
was 9,372. The staples product of the islands is the coconut.
The islanders have traded in coconuts for at least 1,500 years,